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Motion for 149 
Business must intervene between motions to adjourn 149 
Business must intervene between motions to recess 149 
Held tha t speaking is "business" 149 

A M E N D M E N T S -
G E N E R A L . 

Proposed amendments agreed to only by the House 150 
An amendment may be similar to one lost, 'yet so different 

tha t i t is in order 150 
Is an amendment covering the same matter embodied in an 

amendment previously tabled in order? 150 
Can an amendment be considered when it covers matter 

previously passed upon? 150 
An amendment lost on a second reading of a bill is in order 

on a third reading 151 
Because the House has adopted an amendment is no reason 

why i t should not consider another one embodying the 
same matter 151 

And amendment is not in order if one of the same subject 
matter has been tabled 151 

Because an amendment was ruled out of order a t a certain 
stage of the proceedings is no reason why it might not 
be in order a t another time 152 

If an amendment is lost or tabled, another one of the same 
import is not in order on the same reading or stage of 
the bill 152 

An amendment is not in order if a former amendment con-
taining the same matter has been tabled 152 

An amendment to strike out matter previously inserted in 
a bill is not in order unless reconsideration is ordered. . 152 

I t is not necessary to correct a typographical error in a 
printed bill if the original bill is correct 153 

Not in order to offer an amendment to the caption of a 
bill until all amendments to the body of the bill have been 
considered and disposed of 153 

Though an amendment should be voted down, it would be 
in order on a subsequent reading of the bill 153 

G E R M A N E . 
[Scope of germaneness narrowed by Rules of House and Con-

stitution 154 
General discussion 154 
To a bill amending a general law in several particulars an 

amendment providing for the repeal of the whole law was 
held to be germane 154 

APPROPRIATIONS— 
House may by amendments attach conditions to an appro-

priation 155 
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Congressional precedents 155-156 

ADVERSE R E P O R T . 
An adverse committee report on a bill does not prevent the 

considerat ion of a similar bill 156 

ADVERSE A C T I O N ON I N THE S E N A T E . 
Considerat ion of bills by the House t h a t have been defeated 

in t h e Senate 157 
Held t h a t a bill defeated in the Senate could be considered 

in the House 157 

CONSIDERATION O F . 
A f t e r the House had appointed a committee to no t i fy the 

Senate and the Governor t h a t i ts labors had been com-
pleted and t h a t i t was ready to ad journ , the considera-
tion of a f ree conference committee repor t was n o t in 
order 158 

House can not act on a resolution or a bill which has been 
t r ansmi t t ed to the Senate wi thout recall ing the same. . . . 158 

Bil l r e l a t ing to the assessment of p roper ty held not to vio-
late the constitutional provision requir ing revenue bills to 
or iginate in the House 158 

Rela t ing to rule which requires t h a t Senate bills be passed 
to a t h i r d reading seventy-two hours before the final ad-
journment of the session 158 

G E N E R A L . 
Senate bill g ran t ing Collis P. Hunt ing ton the r i gh t to use 

cer ta in streets, wharves and alleys of Galveston held to 
be a general bill 159 

Bills to val ida te t i t les in Carson, Dal lam and Hutchinson 
counties held to .be a general bill 159 

Bill extending t ime for payment on school lands to citizens 
of F o r t Bend, Waller and Har r i s counties held to be a 
general bill 159 

Bill re la t ing to Confederate Home at Aus t in is a general bill 160 
Bill r e la t ing to the sale of public land on islands not local. 160 
An act to amend the general game (fish) law is not a local 

bill 160 
Bill to create a new county held not to be a local bill 160 
Bill c rea t ing a Dis t r ic t Court out of pa r t s of two or more 

counties not local 161 
Fee bill apply ing to counties of more than 80 000 not local. 161 
A bill to amend an act to apport ion the State in congres-

sional d is t r ic ts is not a local bill 162 
The House m a y by unanimous consent consider a general 

bill on local bill day 162 
Bills re la t ing to judicial dis t r ic ts general 162 
A bill reorganizing one or more judicial dis t r ic ts is not a 

local bill '. 102 
A general bill can not by amendment be changed to a local 

bill 162 
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P R I N T I N G O F . 

Pract ice with reference to 163 
General bills m u s t be pr in ted 163 
No bill can be considered unless i t has been pr inted and laid 

upon the desks of the. members, unless the House has ' 
specifically ordered otherwise * 163 

No bill can be considered unless i t has been pr inted and 
laid on the desks of the members 163 

A bill m u s t be pr in ted and laid on the desks of the mem-
bers before i t can be considered 163 

A bill which has been reported adversely mus t be ordered 
pr inted, pr in ted and laid upon the desks of the members 
before i t can be considered 164 

R E A D I N G O F . 
By caption and in fu l l 164 
No bill can be read more than once on the same day unless 

i t contains the emergency clause 164 

R E C A L L I N G . 
From Governor 164-165 
F rom the Senate 165 
Held t h a t a bill mus t be recalled f rom the Senate before 

a motion to reconsider it is considered 166 

R E C O M M I T T I N G O F . 
Not in order to recommit a bill reported adversely wi th 

no minor i ty report 166 

R E S C I N D I N G VOTE D E F E A T I N G T H E M . 
Held out of order resolution to rescind vote by which enact-

ing clause was stricken ou t 166 
A bill having been defeated, and a motion to reconsider the 

vote by which i t was defeated being laid on the table, a 
motion to rescind the vote by which the House tabled the 
motion to reconsider is no t in order 166-167-168 

S U B S T I T U T E S . 
Held t h a t a subs t i tu te for a whole bill could not be offered. 168 

VETOED. 
General discussion 168 
Only requires a two-thirds m a j o r i t y of those present to pass 

bill over the veto of the Governor 169 
Cannot amend a bill a f t e r being vetoed 170 
Held t h a t t he substance of a bill which failed to pass over 

the Governor's veto cannot be offered as an amendment to 
a subsequent bill 170 

CALENDAR OF T H E DAY 170 
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CONFERENCE. 

Power of a conference committee with reference to incor-
pora t ing new m a t t e r in its report 171 

In order to ins t ruc t House conferees 171 
Powers of 172 

R E P O R T S O F . F 

Adverse repor t of a committee does not kill a resolut ion. . 172 
Committee repor ts are purely advisory 172 
Bill can not be considered when not reported f rom a com-

mit tee 172 
A bill reported adversely wi th no minor i ty repor t can no t 

be considered by the House 172 

I N V A C A T I O N . 
General discussion 173 
Precedents 173 

C O M M I T T E E OF T H E W H O L E H O U S E . 
A bill hav ing been considered in the Committee of t he 

Whole House in par t , i t would not be in order to resume 
consideration in t he House un t i l the final repor t of the 
Committee cf the Whole House had been made 175 

Held t h a t a resolution car ry ing an appropr ia t ion could 
be considered wi thou t re fe r r ing it to the Committee of 
the Whole 175 

Held not necessary for bill car ry ing an appropr ia t ion to be 
considered in the Committee of the Whole House 176 

D 

DECORUM AND DEBATE— 
General discussion 176-177 
When a motion is made to table a proposition, the mover of 

the proposi t ion or the member repor t ing i t f rom a com-
mi t t ee has the r igh t to close the debate 177 

While under the previous question, the mover has the r i gh t 
to close the debate, he can n o t speak a f t e r the vote has been 
taken and when the chair is about to announce the vote. . . 177 

DILATORY MOTIONS— 
A motion to a d j o u r n held not to be d i la tory 178 
A member is no t ent i t led to the floor when his evident pur -

pose is to delay the t r ansac t ion of business 178 
Yeas and nays—demand for, a const i tut ional r i gh t and no t 

d i la tory 178 

E 
E X P E N S E -

CONTINGENT. 
A motion to purchase a p o r t r a i t of a Texas pioneer and pay 

for i t ou t of t h e contingent expense fund held in order . . . 179 
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A resolution to employ stenographers, etc., on J a n u a r y 21st, 

having been voted down, held t h a t a resolution offered a t a 
la ter date for the same purpose was entirely different 179 

-ENACTING CLAUSE— 
Motion to s t r ike out the enacting clause takes precedence of 

all other amendments 179 
If the enact ing clause appears in the original copy of the bill 

as filed, i t s omission f rom the printed bill is immate r i a l . . 180 
Held t h a t an or iginal bill must have iiii enacting clause; . . . 180 

J 
•JUDGES— 

D I S T R I C T . 
Leave of absence granted dis tr ic t judges within the power 

of the House 180 

0 

ORDERS OF T H E HOUSE— 
The House can ins t ruc t a committee a t any t ime 181 
The House can ins t ruc t a committee 181 

P 

P E R S O N A L I N T E R E S T 181 

P R E V I O U S QUESTION— 
By consent or by agreement, an amendment may be offered 

a f t e r the previous question has been ordered 182 
The House, by passing a bill upon the previous question which 

had been seconded but which had not been ordered because 
of the f a i l u re of the Chair to pu t the question, rat if ies the 
action of the Chair 1S2 

Prev ious question mus t be confined to motions ac tual ly be- -
fore the House 182 

Can not a d j o u r n under the previous question 183 
The House hav ing ordered the consideration of the appropr ia-

t ion bill by departments , the previous question could not be 
ordered on the engrossment of the bill wi thout rescinding 
the order or completing the consideration of the bill 183 

The fac t t h a t there has not been a free and fu l l discussion of 
a ma t t e r does not prevent the asking of the previous ques-
t ion 183 

No motion is in order while the House is operat ing under the 
previous question 183 

R 
R E C E S S — 

A recess can not be had when a quorum is not present 184 
The House having recessed does not displace the business of 

the day ; nor does i t require the consideration of postponed 
or special orders set for the calendar day to which the 
House recessed 184 
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RECONSIDERATION— Page . 
General discussion 184-185 
A bill may be taken up and considered on final passage not-

wi ths tand ing a motion to reconsider has been p u t on the 
J o u r n a l and not acted upon 186 

Notice to call up a motion to reconsider must be given as re-
quired by the rule 186 

The order ing of the main question can be reconsidered 186 
The motion to reconsider and table when carried is a final 

disposit ion of the ma t t e r 186' 
Case where a point of order on a motion to reconsider came 

too late 1ST 
Member m u s t have voted wi th the prevai l ing side or he can 

not move reconsideration 1ST 
Dur ing the last three days of the session all motions to re-

consider mus t be disposed of when made 187 
The House having fixed the number of clerks a resolution to 

appoin t five addi t ional clerks is no t in effect a reconsidera-
tion of the original resolution 188 

The previous question will not apply to a motion to recon-
sider and table 188 

When a motion to reconsider is p u t and carried, the proposi-
t ion which is reconsidered becomes the pending bus iness . . . 188 

The f ac t t h a t when a Senate bill finally passes the House, 
a f t e r hav ing been amended by the House, and t h a t a motion 
to reconsider the vote by which the bill finally passed was 
laid on the table, does not stop the House f rom receding 
f rom i ts amendments to the bill 189 

To make a motion to reconsider, one must have voted wi th 
t he prevai l ing side 1S9 

Not in order under previous question 189 
I t is not in order to amend a motion to reconsider 189 
A motion to reconsider mus t be made within the t ime pre-

scribed by the rules 189 
Only those who voted on prevail ing side of a question can 

move to reconsider ISO 
One day 's notice mus t be given before a motion to reconsider 

which has been spread on the J o u r n a l can be called u p . . . . 190 

R E S O L U T I O N S -
G E N E R A L . 

Because a resolution or bill is s imilar to any other bill or 
resolution pending does not prevent its considerat ion. . . . 190 

House cannot by simple resolution rescind its acts in adopt-
ing a concurrent resolution 190 

Resolutions can only be considered dur ing the t ime set 
a p a r t for the i r consideration 191 

Rules mav be suspended for the consideration of a resolu-
tion . : 191 

- In order to request the Senate to re tu rn a resolution 191 
Twenty-minute rule does not apply to resolutions which go 

over to the next legislative day as unfinished bus iness . . . 191 
A resolution having been read once under a suspension of 

the rules, i t is wi thin the province of the House to have i t 
read a second t ime 192 
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RESOLUTIONS—Cont inued. Page. 
GENERAL. 

A resolution may be wi thdrawn at the pleasure of the 
au tho r 192 

A resolution expressing thanks for courtesies shown the 
members of the House is in order regardless of the fac t 
t h a t many member did not par t ic ipa te in the courtesies. . 192 

A. resolution offered by unanimous consent must be read 
f i rs t t ime 192 

Resolution covering the same mat t e r as one previously 
voted down is not in order 193 

On Senate day the consideration of no bill is in order unt i l 
Senate bills or Senate resolutions have been disposed o f . . 193 

Resolution request ing the At torney General to do certain 
things in order 193 

T I M E FOR CONSIDERATION O F . 
Ins tance where i t was held t h a t resolutions could not be 

taken f rom the Speaker 's table except dur ing hour set 
a p a r t for consideration of resolutions 193 

Half hour for resolutions may be extended 194 

R E S O L U T I O N S N O T I N ORDER. 
A resolution containing an undue reflection on the House 

not in order 194 
Resolution to appoin t a committee to secure informat ion 

as to the benefits to be derived by the people by reason 
of the defeat of certain legislation held not in o r d e r . . . . 194 

PRIVILEGED. 
A resolution fixing the date of sine die ad journment privi-

leged 195 
A resolution set t ing a p a r t days on which the House shall 

accept the invi ta t ion of the Catt le Raisers ' Association to 
be the guests of Fo r t Wor th , was held to be a privileged 
resolution 195 

Held t h a t the resolution providing for the t emporary ad-
journment of the Legis la ture is privileged 195 

A resolution re la t ing to a special message of the Governor 
and providing for the r e tu rn of the message to the Gov-
ernor wi th the compliments of the House, was held to be 
a privileged resolution 195 

R E V E N U E BILLS— 
Speaker refuses to accept f rom the Senate a revenue or tax-

ing bill 196 
Held t h a t the bill c reat ing a fund to pay the Sta te Highway 

Engineer by charging a license fee for the regis t ra t ion of 
motor vehicles is not a revenue measure of such a character 
as to prevent i ts or ig inat ing in the Senate 196 

REGULAR O R D E R -
S U S P E N S I O N O F . 

The fac t t h a t the House has refused to suspend the regular 
order does no t prevent the making of other motions to 
suspend the regular order of business 196 
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R E G U L A R O R D E R — C o n t i n u e d . Page. 
S U S P E N S I O N O F . 

Held t h a t a member is enti t led to make only one motion to 
suspend the regular order unt i l each member desir ing to 
make such a motion has had an oppor tuni ty to so do. . . 197 

An extension of t ime for the consideration of resolutions is 
not a suspension of the regular order 197 

R U L E S -
A M E N D I N G T H E . 

Resolution re la t ing to the filing of resolutions held an 
amendment to the rules 

A resolution covering a subject a l ready embraced in the 
rules or orders of the House is not in order 

Resolution se t t ing a p a r t F r iday of each week to consider 
revenue-rais ing bills an amendment to the rules 

Inv i ta t ion to a person to address House not an amendment 
to the rules 

Amendment to the rules m u s t be referred to the Commit-
tee on Rules 

C O M M I T T E E O N . 
I t is within the province of the Committee on Rules to pro-

pose a resolut ion to the House for i ts consideration 198 
Held t h a t a motion to suspend a rule of the House does no t 

of necessity go to the Committee on Rules wi thout debate. 199 

S U S P E N S I O N OF C O N S T I T U T I O N A L R U L E . 
Does not requi re four-f i f ths of al l the members elected to 

. the House to suspend the const i tut ional rule requir ing 
bills to be read on three several days 199 

The rules hav ing been suspended tG take up a bill, i t m u s t 
be disposed of before another bill can be taken up 200 

To suspend the ' const i tu t ional rule requir ing bills to be 
read on three several days requires vote of four-f i f ths of 
the members present , a quorum being present 200 

S 
SENATE BILL DAY— 

Only Senate bills can be considered on those dates 200 
Senate bills have r i gh t of way on Senate bill day 201 

S P E A K E R — 
May vote when 201 
Challenge of Speaker ' s r i gh t to vote overruled 201 

SPECIAL ORDERS— 
A special order having been made and undisposed of pre-

cludes the m a k i n g of another special order un t i l t h a t one 
is disposed of 201 

Mus t be considered f r o m day to day and can not be post-
poned * 202 

Special orders have the r i gh t of way 202 
Held t h a t House bills pending on special orders can not be 

considered on Senate bill day unless all Senate bills have 
been disposed of 202 

197 

198 

198 

198 

198 
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SPECIAL ORDERS—Continued. p a g e . 
P l a t f o r m recommendation call be made special order 203 
Bill, resolution or other measure may be set as a special order 

for the same day on which the motion is made* 203 
A special order cannot be postponed 203 

S U B J E C T S OF L E G I S L A T I O N (CALLED SESSIONS) — 
When the Legis la ture shall be convened in special session, 

there shal l be no legislation upon subjects other t h a n those 
designated in the proclamat ion of the Governor call ing such 
session, or presented to them by the Governor; and no such 
session shall be of longer dura t ion than t h i r t y days 203 

General discussion of 204-205 
•Legislature is wi thout au tho r i t y to propose amendments to 

the Const i tu t ion a t a special session 206 

Q 

QUESTION OF P R I V I L E G E — 
A member cannot abuse the Speaker under a plea of per-

sonal privilege 206 
The House has the r i gh t to a r r a ign the au thor of a newspaper 

ar t icle reflecting u n j u s t l y on the membership 206 

QUORUM— 
Can only ad jou rn f rom day to day with less t h a n a q u o r u m . . 207 
When there is less t h a n a quorum present, i t is in order for 

the House to take t he necessary steps to compel t he a t tend-
ance of the absent members 207 

V 
V O T I N G — 

The Speaker is no t required to vote except where his vote 
would be decisive. B u t a member called temporar i ly to the 
chair m a y vote 208 

VOTE— 
V E R I F I C A T I O N O F . 

There is no rule or provision providing for a recapi tu la t ion 
or a verification of a yea and nay vote 208 

Af t e r the vote is announced and a verification of the vote is 
pending i t is too la te for a member to vote 208 

Verification in order only when there is a probabi l i ty of the 
resul t of the vote being changed by such ver i f ica t ion . . . . ' 209 


